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BENJAMIN BODDINGTON, Eq: 


FOR 


A D UT E R N 


E was an action for damages, and engaged 
the particular attention of a very crowded au- 
dience. The ſeducer was in partnerſhip with, and 
Firſt Couſin of the much injured Plaintiff. The 
damages were laid at FIFTY THOUSAND POUNDS. 
Mr. ExskINE opened the cauſe in a ſpeech of 
much eloquence and ſuperior beauty, as follows: 
„% Mr. Sheriff, and Gentlemen of the Fg; 

* The caſe which I have now the misfortune to 
lay before you, is no common one, In whatever 
point of view we conſider it, either morally or ſo— 
cially, the crime will appear 1n the greateſt magni- 
tude of depraviiy. Lou vill, Gendlemen, in the 
courſe of this cuquiry, have ſufticient evidence to 
engage your attention, wound your feelings, and 
ſhake your very ſonls, at the bare recital of- the 
facts which I ſhall lay before you. The circum- 
ſtances are therelore deſerviug your higheſt attention. 
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All the civilized Nations upon the face of the earth, 
have endeavonred to counteraft and prevent the 
crime of adultery, which in many inſtances, is mark - 
ed by ſociety, as a more calamitous evil, than even 
murder itſelf; and our Saxon anceſtors inllicted a 
heavier puniſhment on that offence than almoſt any 
other, But when the offending party is connetted 
with the plaintiff by the neareſt ties of blood---by 
the facred bonds of friendſhip- by the, contracts of 
mutual intereſt- they being partners in the ſame 
Houſe, and their commercial concerns not leſs than 
500, ol. annually---when beſides all this, there 
were beautiful children, the fruits of honourable 
attachment and virtue, ſubjett to the infamy of their 
* deluded and unfortunate mother--when a very large 
and truly honourable family were to feel the keen 
edge of ſorrow and diſgrace---when theſe circum- 
ſtances are conſidered - am convinced, Gentlemen, 
that you will feel as 1 do, and that by your verdi&, 
you will ſtigmatize this tranſattion with all the infa- 
my which it deſerves. | 

« Behold, Gentlemen, the unoffending infayts 
deſerted ; deprived of all the comforts which they 
had a right to receive from a tender mother---for 
ſuch ſhe was before this lamentable deviation from 
virtue. Behold them deprived of the example of a a 
worthy parent, capable of inſtilling into their tender 
minds the beauties of virtue, the principles of ho- 
nour---to lead them forward in the ſacred paths of 
truth, and lay the foundation of every thing valu- 
able in Civil Society---Deprived, I ſay, Gentlemen, 
of every comfort that human nature can wiſh to en- 


Joy, and of the greateſt bleſſings of the All-power- 
Deity. 
«AY - 


1 

„All theſe conſolatry and domeſtic enjoyments 
they have for ever loſt. Loſi, by whom, Gentlemen? 
By the Defendant, whoſe perkdy and baſeneſs call 
for your greateſt obloquy and deteſtation. He has 
poiſoned all the ſources of mental and ſocial hap- 
pineſs, and darkened all the beams of tranſcendant 
virtue,” | 

After this forcible introduction, Mr, Erikine 
proceeded to ſtate the facts: | 

“ The lady was the daughter of a Mr. Aſhbyrn- 
ham, a very opulent merchant, who reſided at 
Bombay, in the Eaſt Indics. At three years of 
age ſhe was ſept to England, to be educated in a 
manner ſuitable to the fortune which her induſtrious 
and honourable facher had provided for her, 
Whilſt yet au infant ſhe was beauty itſelf. She 
was received by a very valuable and honourable 
gentleman, an acquaintance of her father's, and, in 
a few days, conducted to an aunt's, an elderly lady 
in Lancaſhire. After ſhe had remained with the 
old lady ſeveral months, it was conſidered to be a 
fit time to prepare her mind for the exerciſe of 
thoſe talents, which it was ealy, even at that time, 
to obſerve ſhe poſſeſſed ; and to inſtil thoſe virtuous 
principles, which will be eveg valuable amonglt 
mankind, whilſt the great God of Nature ſanctions 
the continuance of creation, | 


„ She was placed at a Boarding School ll near 


ten years of age, and then removed to the Houle of 
Mrs. Emerſon, upon Clapham Common, where ſhe 


continued {ſeveral years. Here it was that the 


Plaintiff, Mr, Boddington, became acquainted with 
her, when he was enraptured with her charms, as 
the then poſſeſſed indiicribable beauties, both of bo- 


dy 
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dy and mind. They could not coalcquently fail 
to command the higheſt degree of reſpett and love, 
in the heart of a gentleman, whoſe feelings beat in 
uniſon with his honour. Her perſon was rather 
{mall; but the inexpreſſible ſweetneſs and dignity 
of her manners, joined to the perfect ſymmetry and 
beauty of her perſon, rendered her irreſiſtable. 
No wonder, then, that the Plaintiff, Mr. Bodding- 
ton, was deeply ſtruck with this paragon of women; 
and we need not be aſtoniſhed at the declaration to 
his neareſt friends, that his very exiſtence depended 
upon her. It was (ſaid Mr. Ersx1xE) eaſy to be 
obſerved, that the Young Lady alſo entertained a 
very ſtrong partiality for the Plainulf, X 

„ Miis Aſhburnham's education being now fully 
completed, an order was reccived from her father 
at Bombay, that ſhe might return to India, It was 
with 1cluctance that ſhe parted with her Aunt, with 
Mrs. Emerſon, and other friends, whom ſhe had 
known ever ſince reaſon and virtue had taken their 
leats in her heart; but after a few days regret, ſhe 
chearfuliy complied with the directions of a much-re- 
vered parent; and in the ycar 1790, was fitted out 
for India, by Mr. Green, the ſame friend that re- 
ceived her. K e NS, 

& Aſter the embarkation, Mr, Boddington follow- 
ed. He intreated, he implored Mr. Green that ſhe 
might rei1wvd4; and that offers of an honourable mar- 
riage aud ſetddement might be fent to Mr. Aſhburn 
ham at Bombay, and that they might patiently wait 
her father's determination. Mr. Green performed 
his friendly offices ; and the young lady, ſo far from 
objedting, expreſſed great partiality for Mr. Bod- 
dington, and fondly believed that her father 988 
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would nor could have any ſerious objection to fuch 
an honourable attachment ſor life. She therefore 
returned again on ſhore to the houſe of Mrs. Emer- 
ſon. - Ten months paſſed over their heads before 
the conſent, ſo much wiſhed for, arrived; in the 
courſe of which time Mr. Boddington was unremit- 
ting in his viſits ; and the moſt cordial eſtcem and 
love continued to ſubſiſt between them. At laſt 
the ſanction arrived. It was a full unquallified af- 
ſent,. and prepared the happpy hour of marriage. 

« Ever thing being ready, the celebration of the 
marriage enſued, and for upwards of two years ne- 
ver did a faithful pair enjoy in a greater degree, 
the felicities of wedlock. During this period oy 
where bleſſed with two fine children. 

&« About this time, Mr. Benjamin Boddington, 
being then in partnerſhip, irequented-the houſe and 
paid every attention to Mrs. Boddington which 
might be expected from a near relation, and a part 
ner. The unſuſpetting huſband, and his {till more 
unſuſpefting wife, little knew what foul intentions 
inſtigated this diabolical monſter. 

« The attention ſtill continued with increaſing 
ardency, till, by an inſidious plans a very great 
change was obſerved in Mrs. Boddington? s conduRt 
and endearments to her huſband. As yet, it aſter- 
wards appeared. ſhe hat [trictiy 5 her ho- 
nour. The Plaintiff (continued Nr. FrSrINE) 
could not help obſerving and lamenting this ſudden 
change; but his nature was. too generous, - and 
fraught with principles too nable, to lutter him to 
ſuſpett the cauſe of it. Ihe injured huſband, with 
the utmoſt' tenderneſs, mentioned this indifference 
to Mrs. Boddington, and leriouſſj deſired to know 


the 


— 
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the cauſe, being conſcious that he had not, in the 
leaſt in lance, relaxed in his a{ſcQions, or his aſſi- 
duties towards her. She fairly acknowledged that 
her mind was perplexed, but hoped it would pals 
over, aud the Flainiit, with a liberality perhaps 
unequalled in fociety, forbore to preſs am enquiry 
into the cauſe, but {aid--- 

Ne uill change the ſcene for a month or fix weeks, 
end after a viſii to Bath, we will paſs through Wales, 
and the midland counties in our way home.” 

* This being aſſented to, the . proper arrange- 
ments were made for the journey. 


On the evening before their departure. the De- 


fendant, Benjamin Boddington, brooding over the 
black intent and miſchief of his ſoul, attended the 
Plaintift and his wife, to take his leave, as a relation, 
a partner, and a boſom friend, whilſt, at the very 


moment, he was planning the deteſtable ſcheme of 


debauching a lady {till virtuous, whoſe honour, 
from various relations, he ought, as a man, to have 
preſeved at the riſk of his very exiſtence. Judas- 
like, he ſtretched forth his hand, and ſaid--- 

* My dear Sir, / will not diſturb your pleaſure in 
Wales; but as a let India convey is expected in the 
. courſe of this month, and as the confignments to our 
houſe will be of the utmoſt vilue and conſequence, upon 
its arrival I ſſall immediately ſend you a letter with 
the particulars, leaving it to your judgment, whether 
you will communicate your directions by letter, or, as 
you may think n, come to town for a jew days, 
to arrange matlirs, and then relurn agam,” | 

& Thus (laid Mr- Exsx1wvE) the dark workings 
of the Defendant's abominable mind went equally 
10 intrap the Plaintiſ from the affectiou of his wife a 
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and in the event, to deceive, betray, and diſho- 


nour her alſo. 2 ä 

« Too fatally he ſucceeded in both. Mr. and 
Mrs. Boddington ſet out_for Bath. They had nat 
been there quite a week, before the Defendant pro- 
cured a letter to be written to the Plaintiff, inform- 
ing him, that the Weſt India convoy had attually 
arrived; that there were very large quantities or 
ſugars, rums, &c. conſigned to his houſe; and tha 
for very material reaſons his preſence was abſolutely 
neceſſary for a few days. The Plaintiff, unſuſp- 
cious of the ſnare, ſet out for London; and, 1AHAT 
VERY MORNING, the perfidious Defendant sET o, 


rox Barn; and of courſe crxossrD the Plaintiff 


upon the road. The Plaintiff being now in Lon- 
don, the Defendant in Bath had every opportunity 
to effett his baſe purpoſes, When Mr. Boddington 
arrived at his houſe in London, he found a letter 
upon the deſk, addrefled to him thus 

„ Fir, When we parted laſi Wedneſday, it was far 
the laſt time. I have decerved you in this tranſatliong 
but it is not the firſt time that I have deceived you. 
When you ſee my father. for God's ſake, break it out d 
tum, by degrees---T have drawn upon our Banker or 
Seven Hundred Pounds, and I bid you farewell.“ 

« Judge, Gentlemen of the Jury, of the diſtra&ed 
ſtate of the Plaintiff, He now beheld the horrible 
picture of the Defendant's treachery, and dometbiz 
treaſon, He judged, and he judged but too truly, 
that his wife's honour was already violated ; and ut 
would be in vain to return inſtantly to Bath, to be 
a witnels of their infamy and his dilgrace. In thang 
he was Convinced that the wife of bis boſom, whaw 
ks ſo tenderly loved, and received her love in re- 


r 
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turn, was now {cduced, and loſt for, ever. The 
vaſt concerns which .were daily expetted from the 
Weſt Indies, not then having arrived, but hourly 
expetted, commanded hls utmolt care and atten- 
tion ; and he therefore, with a fortitude becoming his 
ſad Gioatian; reſolved not to run the riſk of the 
ruin of his fortune, when all beſides that he held 
dear to him was irrecoverably I6ſt.---He therefore 
ſtaid in London, with a bleeding heart, to watch 
over his mercantile concerns; and caſt a tender eye 
over his children, thoſe carly pledges of mutual 
love, which were now his only ſolace and comfort. 

« Here, Gentlemen, (continued My. Erſkine) .I 
have finiſhed my narrative---ſad and melancholy as 
it is. The Defcadant, upon being ſeryed with this 
aftion, pleaded the general iſſue Not Guilty ; but 
afterw ards, ſo conſcious was he of the heinouſneſs 
of his crime, that he withdrew that plea and let 
judgment go by default ; perhaps vainly entertain- 
Ing an idea that the Courts above would be more 
ſevere upon ſuch cnormities, than this Court. But 
from the experience I have ſrequently .had of the 
juſtice. and integrity of the Gentleman, who. ſo 
worthily fills the Chair, as well as the honourable 
principles of juitice which continually mark the 
verdids of Juricz in this Court, I am convinced, 
that the Defendant will find no other fayour, than 
what he is intitled to by the drift operation of Law 
and Juſtice. , 

t perhaps in the deſence we ſhall be told, (ſays 
Mr. Erſkine) that the Defendant i is unable to bear 
very heavy damas 2s. If this ſhould be urged, I 
ſhall quote the opinion of that great Luminary of 
the Law, thc late Lord MANSFIELD. * 
* 


1 
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n Tt is not, (ſaid that 88 the means of 
khe offender, to ſatisfy the claims of juſtice that the 
Jury muſt ſquare their verdict by: but it is the atrꝗ 
city, and the malignity of the offence that ought 
to guide the Jury in giving a juſt and legal ver- 
dict.“ —-This is the rule that I intreat you Gentle- 
men, to abide by; and I truſt in his Lordſhip's 
words, that you will ſquare your condutt upon that 
juſt and equitable principle. af 
« And now, Gentlemen, the caſe is fully before 
you, I appeal to your feelings as fathers, as huſ- 
bands, as brethren, as merchants, as citizens, and 
as Engliſhmen. Can there be a caſe of more deep 
profligacy, or more artful and deſigning villany, 
within the compaſs of human depravity ? The ſacred 
inſtitution of matrimony is deſtroyed ; and all the 
offspring from it eſſentially Gab The peace of 
whole families is violated ; and finally, the inſtitu- 
tions of ſociety, and the laws of God are held in 
contempt and trampled upon. The cauſe is now, 
Gentlemen, conſigned to your care; and I am con- 
es It could, not have a more reſpettable or up- 
IO | ke © | 
Se an RunninGrtoNn proceeded to call wit- 
neſſes. c . | Fs 5 FR E , 85 | 
| Thomas Green.” Do you know Mr. Amburnham 
of Bombay, in the Eaſf Indies ?--Yes I do. 
What is his ſituation and charatter ?--A merchant 
of unimpeached integrity, and large fortune. 
Had he a daughter? Ves. | 8 
What age vas ſhe when {he came to England ?--- 


About three years of age. 


Who, xegeived her? I did, according to the de- 
fre of het father, ſignified to me by letter. 5 
B Whither 


612) 


Whither was ſhe ſent To her Aunt' » in In- 
caſhire. g \ 

How lon did me continue there N or 1 AA 
months, and then ſhe was ſent to a Boarding School. 
How long did ſhe continue there ?..-Until ſhe 
was of the age of ten. 

Where was ſhe ſituated alterwards? '- - -With Mrs. 
Emerſon of Clapiiam-green. 

How long did ſhe lay chers? U 1 th layer end 
of the year 1790, when letters rriy BT from her 
father, diredling me that ſhe Sud, 
return to India. Accordingly I prepared her = 
the FX age, and ſhe aftually was. a OY ca 
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miſerable if ſhe Nepal. 1 51 # 55 
'hat did you do in g. 3855 
board; and upon Mating the' caſe. Hy, tothe, 
voung lady and her friends, s, it was agreed that the 
ſhould reland, and that the propoſal made in o 
honourable a manner, by à young Gent eman of 
fortune and conſequence, out be tra e to 
her father at Bombay. A 
Was it ſo tranſmitted?---Tt was,” 
How long was it before yon rechiye 4 15 an TO 
. Upwards of ten moliths, when her father 1 05 
full conſent. 2 
©" Where was the young lady f ſituated before ber 
marriage 2 -At Mrs. Emerlon's. coat rt cn rd 


"0 Ci viſe Mr. and Mrs Boddington aber 
n their 


i at vat t Io 
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with them. 


it was Ten Thouſend Five Hundred Pounds g per 
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thei matriage ves, often. I ſeveral times'dined | 


3 | 


Did they appear affeAtionate and happy ? ER - | 
ceedingly ſo. - 

Did he appear to be an meentive Hulband pL | 
never: few a a happier pair 1 an er een Vith 
Society. 

Doyou know what der 8 a believe 


cents. which I underſtod was ſettled upon her: 
Did ſhe appear to be a ſleady reſerved woman'?2-. 
Very much {6 7T had every reaſon to believe that 
they were very well martied, and extcetin; g happy: 
ar a” children were there N- Tod er "three, 
- * _ Croſs-examinetl by Mr. Law: 
What age is the Lady ?---About wa t /. 
Was ſhe very handſome?---There was ſömethinę 
very affecting in her ſeatures, which were coniplete 
and perfect. Im a few words, Wis was A 
beautiful. 1 
Vid you know the Defendant? I have ſeen him 
wet Ithink 1 dincd with him once at Mr:Boddin ens 
table; but I am hy, no means acquainted wich him. 
Mys. Emerſon examined by Mr. Erſkine, > * 
How long have you known Mrs. Boddington 7. 
Sinee ſhe was 10 years of age ſhe lived in wy bene 
ſhe was very beautiful. * 
Of what quality were her manners Very, pry: 
dent: not in the leaſt forward, 
Did Mr. Boddington vilit / bet _ He did, und 
ron attatchment appeared to exiſt between then. 
Did'! you ebnſider ber- to be à modleſt, virtasus 
young woman ?---l certainly did; I had every rei. 
fon to Ara this concluſion.” 
After 
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After her father had given directions for her re. 
turn to India, did the come back to your houſe ?--- 
She did: 
Did Mr. Boddington viſit her afterwards ?---Yes 
with increaſing aſſiduity. 

Was you preſent at the marriage ?---] was. 

Did you viſit them ſubſequent to the marriage ? 
---I did, and they e in the moſt pen __ | 


of happineſs. 


Was ſhe a bie woman A ves: he was un- 
commonly domeſtic. 

Was Mr. Boddington. a tender huſband in 
every reſpect he appeared to be ſo. 4 

Upon the whole dc you think that tieir marciage 
ſtate was happy? In ſuch a ſituation that I could 


not have wiſhed, or expetted, a child of my own to 
enjoy a better. 


Croſs examined by Mr. Law. 

Did you frequently ſee the Defendant at the Plain- 
tif's houſe ?---I did. 

Did he not appear to be violently attached to Mrs. 
B. ?.--He certainly did. 

Was you apprehenſive that it might be carried to 
a dangerous exceſs ?---I certainly was, and I took 
the liberty to mention it to Mrs. B. who did not re- 
ceive the admonition fo kindly as might have been 


expected. 


Did you mention your appreheſions to the father, 
the huſband, or any of her friends? I did not; it 
was too delicate a point to mention, 

Was the Plaintiff attentive to his wife, ſuch as 
became a good hufband ?-<-His attention to her was 
unceaſing. 


Mr. Cline.---He * that he knew the 1 
tl 


e: 


Vi 


in the houſe. 
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tiff above ſeven years, part before, and partly after 
the marriage; Mr. Boddington was always very at- 
tentive to his wife ; and ſhe in return condutied 
herſelf with perſe dt propriety towards him: She was a 
ver y fond mother one of the children was now about 
four years of age, and the other upwards of two. 
Whether you obſerved any marked attention of the 
Defendant, Mr. Benjamin Boddington, towards the 
Lady ?--- He never obſerved any ſuch circumſtance; 
and was very much ſurpriſed when he heard of the 
miſfortune,',, | 

Mr. Joſeph Street,---This evidence is a Clerk 


What is the buſineſs of the houſe of Mr. Bodding- 
ton ?---To receive Conſiguments from the Welt 
Indies far fale. _ 

Was the Plaintiff a domeſtic man ?---Y es,he was; 
he was ſcarcely ever. from his wize or family in the 
evenings: hu YN 

Was Mrs. B. of a reſerved, or of a forward tem- 
per ?- Very much reſerved, and very affectionate 
to her huſband. The two lettets mentioned in Mr. 
Erſkine's ſpeech were produced in Court, and the 
witueſs proved them to be the deſendantk hand 
writing. The Plaintiff went to Bath on Thurſday 
the 1ſt 6f June; and the Defendant followed him. 
or rather croſſed him on the Saturday following; 
for Mr. Boddington was, in conlequence of the let- 
ter intimating the arrival of the Welt India fleet, 
on his paſſage to London. 


Did he take up any money ?---Yes, by two 
drafts, one for, g00l. and a ſecond for 200l, which 
he had brought to him from the banker's. - 

x Croſs 


66 
| Croſs-examination: - 

The witneſs proved that the partnerſhip com - 
menced on the 211{t of March, 1794. | 

Has the Defendant any other ſource from: Chick 
he can derive any property, except from his father ? 
---I know of no other ſource or fund whatever ſrom 
which the Defendant can call forth any property 
except his Father, 

What was the partnerſhip diss ?...The Plain- 
tiff had five-ninths, and the Defendant bad four- 
ninths, that being the proportion of the 1 
which was employed in the trade. | 

Re-croſs-examined by Mr. Erſkine; © | 

Upon the whole, Sir, do you upon your oath 
believe, that the Plaintiff, Mr. Boddington, con- 
dutted himſelf with due attention to his wife and 

children 7 certainly do think fo. 5 
Another croſs-examination by Mr. Law. 

Where docs the Defendant n Are lives 
with his father and ſtiſters. 

How many ſiſters has he —1 think vine, one of 
whom is marriec. 

Did yowſee him after his return from Bath Peel] 
think I'faw him, but am not quite certain; - 

Did ke appear wHd or deranged in his mind? l 
aid not particularly obſerve ſuch a cireumſtancee- 

Did you ſee Mrs. Boddington after ſhe returned 
from Bath ?---1 think-I ſaw her once in Mark-lane, 
at the houſe, from whence ſhe ſpeedily departed. 

Mr. Erſkine now addreſſed the 8 

« We have proved our caſe ; —firſt, the hondur- 
able attachment; the prevention of a return” to 
India; the conſent of the father of this unfortunate 
lady ; the marriage, and the happineſs that enſued 

between 
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between the Plaintiff and his wife, We have traced 
it up to the moment when, the Dœmen of Diſcord 
wap, formed a connexion in partnerſhip with 
the Houle ; and when, by arts and inſinuations, not 
only deſtroyed all the fruit which was the produce 
of the early bloſſoms of virtue; but in the event, 
rooted out, and annihilated, that virtue itſelf, which 
a fond and indulgent huſband believed was imma- 
culate. O God! O God! that the Sun ſhould ſhine 
upon ſuch ſuperlative wickedneſs, or that human 
nature ſhould ſuffer itſelf, by ſuch tranſcendant vil- 
lainy, to be fo debaſed.” After à ſhort paule—- 
Gentlemen, it is with qu. 

Nr. Law roſe in behalf of the Defendant, In a 
ſpeech of at leaſt an hour, he endeavoured to im- 
preſs the Jury with che youth of the Defendant, ;as 
he did not exceed twenty-four. That attachments 
at ſuch age, hqwever extravagant; were the com- 
mon lot X bs infirmities ; and ſuch as youth, 
when enchanted by beauty, could not reſiſt. Next, 
as to the damages, he aflerted, that the unfortunate 
young, man had not, in the courſe of their ſhort 
mercantile tranſaQions, realized above goool, IT 
the Jury found a verditt for ſomething near that 
ſum, it might, be in the Defendant's power to pay 
it; but if it greatly exceeded that, ſum, the Plainilif 
would be, diſappointed, as it could not poſſibly be 
paid, except indeed with. the incarceration. of the 
Defendant's body. But admitting "that a much 


larger ſum could be recovered;. {till it would and 


muſt be the property of the father; and hy that 
meaas deſtroy the means of ſupporting eight daugh- 
ters, which it was proved in evidence, relied u 

their parent for ſupport. Upon the whole, Mr. 


Lay 


16 


( 


._ = Croſs-examination: 

The witneſs proved that the partnerſhip com- 
menced on the g iſt of March, 1794. 

Has the Defendant any other ſource from whith 
he can derive any property, except from his father? 
I know of no other ſource or ſund whatever ſrom 
which the Defendant can call forth any property 
except his Father. 

What was the partnerſhip deins ?...The Plain- 
tiff had five-ninths, and the Defendant had four- 
ninths, that being the proportion of the Peper 
which was employed in the trade. 

| Re-croſs-examined by Mr. Erſkivie: ; 

Upon the whole, Sir, do you upon your oath 
believe, that the Plaintiff, Mr. Boddington, con- 
dutted himſelf with due attention to his wife and 
children 7 certainly do think ſo. oo 

Another croſs-examination by Mr. Law. © 
Where does the Defendant owns F— Ie lives 
with his father and ſtſters. 

How many liſters has he ?---1- think vine, one of 
hom is marfied, 

Did you ſee him after his return fan Bath Pane] 
think I'faw him, but am not quite certain; - 

Did ke appear ud or deranged in his mind —1 
aid not particularly obſerve ſuch a cireumſtance:* 

Did you ſee Mrs. Boddington after ſhe jetutned 
from Bath ?--:1 think-I ſaw her once in Mark-lane, 
at the houſe, from whence ſhe ſpeedily departed. 

Mr. Erſkine now addreſſed the cd ER $a 

« We have proved our caſe ;--firſt; the hondur- 
able attachment; the prevention of a return” to 
India; the conſent of the father of this unfortunate 
lady; the marriage, and the happineſs that enſued 

between 


« 17 


between the Plaintiff and his wife, We have traced 
it up to the moment when, the Damen of Diſcord 
unhappily formed a connexion, in partnerſhip with 
the Houſe ; and when, by arts and inſinuations, not 
only deſtroyed all the fruit which was the produce 
of the early bloſſoms of virtue; but in the event, 
rooted out, and annihilated, that virtue itſelf, which 
a fond and indulgent huſband believed was imma- 
culate. O God! O God! that the Sun ſhould ſhine 
upon ſuch ſuperlative wickedneſs, or that human 
nature ſhould ſuffer itſelf, by ſuch tranſcendant vil- 
lainy, to be fo debaſed“ After a ſhort pauſe—- 
« Gentlemen, it is with yqu“ꝰ “ 
Mr. Law role in behalf of the Defendant, In a 
ſpeech of at leaſt an hour, he endeavoured to im- 
preſs the Jury with che youth of the Defendant, 'as * 


he did not exceed twenty-four, That attachments 
at ſuch age, hqwever extravagant; were the com- 
mon-lot of human infirmities ; and ſuch as youth, 
when enchanted by beauty, could not reſiſt. Next, 
as to the damages, he aflerteg, that the unfortunate 
young, man had not, in the courle of their ſhort 
mercantile tranſadlions, realized above ,oool, If 
the Jury fonhd a verdie for ſomething near that 
ſum, it might; be in the Defendant's power to pay 
it; but if it greatly exceeded that,ſum, the Plaintlif 
would be. Gilappyinted, as ip could not palliþly-be 
paid, except indeed with the incarceration. of ;the 
Defendant's body. But admitting that a much 


larger ſum could be recovered;. {till it would and 


muſt be the property of the father; and hy that 
meaas deſtroy the means of ſupporting eight daugh- 
ters, which it was proved in evidence, relied u 


their parent for ſupport. Upon the whole, Mr. 
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Law recommended a very ſerious diſcrimination; 
and earneſtly intreated the Jury that they would 
moderate their verdift, according to the pure dic. 
tates of their conſcience. 

Joſeph Burchell, Eſq, the Sheriff Depute, ſum- 
-moned up the evidence ina very elegant ſpeech, 
The quantum of damages, he referred entirely to 
the Jury ; it being, in his opinion, their province, 
2 the leaſt interference from the preſiding 

udge. | 
5 Mr. BunxcgELI then gently touched upon the 
obſervation which Mr. Exsx1xs had made reſpeR- 
ing theadminiſtration of juſtice in the Sheriffs Court. 
In the courſe of a very long expetience, he had the 
happineſs. to obferve, that the verditts were ſo con- 
genial with ſound juſtice, that very ſew were re- 
verſed inthe Coutts above; and even thoſe were re- 
verſed for want of regularity in the proccedings wg 
vicas to the verditt, aid not to the verditt itſelf. 

: With relpett to the caſe before the Court, with- 
out doubt thc jury had their feelings, as huſbands, 
as fathers, 401 as friends. To thoſe feelings, mo- 
derated by ſtrict and impartial juſtice, he referred 
the damages; and he had no doubt, but that the 
duty incumbent upon Jurymen would be conſcien- 
tiouſly diſcharged: 3 

The Jury retiied for twenty minutes, and brought 
in their verditt TEN THOUSAND POUNDS?” ! 
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